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The next three days i Amritsar are passed without mcident. On the
evening of the 9th the Hindu festival of Ram Naumi was observed, the
only disquieting feature being that it was celebrated by Hindus and
Muslims alike, a sinister example of religious fratermization which
boded 1ll for the traditional British policy of divid and rule.
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It will be regretable if revolutionary crime breaks out anew in any province: but if
it does it will be disastrous that it should run from province to province,
necessitating the proclamation of emergency measures in one after another
Further, in a province like the Punjab it any be absolutely necessary in order to
avert the gravest danger, to prevent the entry of certain persons coming over from

peaceable provinces.
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It 1s hereby proclaimed to all whom it may concern that no person residing in the
city 1s permitted or allowed to leave the city in his own or hired conveyance or on
foot without a pass. No person residing in the Amritsar city 1s permitted to leave
his house after 8. Any persons found in the streets after 8 are liable to be shot. No
procession of any kind 1s permitted to parade the streets in the city or any part of

the city or outside of it at any time. Any such processions or gathering of 4 men
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would be looked upon and treated as an unlawful assembly and dispersed by force

of arms if necessary.
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I fired and continued to fire tll the crowd dispersed, and 1 considered that this 1s

the least amount of firing which would produce the necessary moral and

widespread effect it was my duty to produce if 1 was to justify my action. If more
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troops had been at hand the casualties would have been greater in proportion. It
was no longer a question of merely dispersing the crowd, but one of producing a
sufficient moral effect, from a military point of view, not only on those who were
present, but more specially throughout the Punjab There could be no question of
undue severity.
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not. It was not my job.
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many people who know the conditions in Amritsar say I did right .. but so many others say
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Abstract

This article aims at providing a brief account of Jalianwala
Bagh massacre and its touching portrayal in Urdu poetry. The
sad incident took place in 1919. Many known Urdu poets were
alive then to witness the incident and shared their feelings how
and who was responsible for the incident. Akbar Ilahabadi was
one of the greatest names among the Urdu poets who composed
his verses to condemn the incident. The article includes many
known and little known poets who expressed their displeasure
over the incident. The article recounts the testimony of the
poets which remained true to the core of the tragedy. Urdu
poets in their sentiments protested the English government and
their representatives holding public offices in India then. Urdu
poetry recounted many forms of tortures to Indian Muslims.

Keyword Jalianwala Bagh tragedy, poetry, Indian Muslims,
portrayal of the incident in Urdu Poetry
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