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I have given 12 best part of my life to a careful study of Islam, its law and
polity, its culture, its history and its literature. This constant contact with
the spirit of Islam, as it unfolds itself in time has, I think, given me a kind

of msight mto its significance as a world falct'L|
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But mner experience 1s only one source of human knowledge. According
to the Quran there are two other sources of knowledge Nature and

History: and 1t 1s in tapping these sources of knowledge that the spirit of

Islam is seen at its best™.
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The Quranic method of complete or partial transformation of legends in
order to besoul them with new ideas, and thus to adopt them to the
advancing spirit of time, 1s an important point which has nearly always
been overlooked both by Muslim and non-Muslim students of Islam.
The object of the Quran in dealing with these legends 1s seldom
historical; it nearly always aims at giving them a umiversal moral or
philosphical import. And it achieves this object by omitting the names of
persons and localities which tend to limit the meaning of a legend by
giving 1t the color of a specific historical event, and also by deleting

details which appear to belong to a different order of feeling!”
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It 1s, therefore, a gross error to think that the Quran has no germs of a

historical doctrine'¢
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The Arab historian Ibn Khaldun who laid the foundation of modern
scientific history, was the first to seriously approach the side of human

psyehology and reached what we now call the idea of the subliminal self"™
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Abstract

The article attempts to highlight the elements forming Allama
Igbal's conception of history. These three are crucial: Quranic
conception of history, Muslim historians such as Albairumi
andlbn-e Khaldun, conceptions of the Western thinkers
particular A Spengler. The writer of the article claims it 1s the
deep study of the history that makes a man a thinker as to what
he understands how the social changes occurs in the course of
history. Citing relevant reference from the writings of Igbal
which gleaned his conception of history, the article sheds light
on the Igbal's own conception of history.
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