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Jurjani, al-, in full ‘Ali Ibn Muhammad Al-Jurjani, also
called As-Sayyid Ash-Sharif (b. 1339, Taju, near Astrabad,
Iran---d. 1413, Shiraz), leading traditionalist theologian of
15th-century Iran. Jurjani received a varied education, first
in Harat and then in Egypt. He visited Constantinople in
1374, and, upon his return in 1377, he was given a teaching
appointment in Shiraz. In 1387 Shiraz fell to Timur, the

famous central Asian conqueror, and Jurjani, whose fame

as a teacher and scholar had reached its height, was taken to
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Timur’s capital of Samarkand. He stayed in Samarkand
until Timur’s death in 1405, when he returned to Shiraz.
Most of Jurjani’s scholarly work was written in Arabic. Of
his 31 extant works and commentaries, the best-known
work is the Kitab at-ta’rifat (“Book of Definitions™), a short
dictionary of technical terms from theology, philosophy,

and philology.14
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Abstract

Fort William College, Calcutta was not just a college where the officers
of EIC were educated but it was an institution which set the tradition of
enlightenment for the Urdu prose especially. Along with the syllabus
books, students of oriental languages pursued the ways by which they
could learn more than routine scheme of syllabus. For this purpose
native teachers were appointed for their tuition and coaching. Although
Mazhar Ali was Munshi in the Persian Department but also associated
with a student Jonathan Lovett of the same department. Mazhar Ali also
translated a brief journal in Urdu on the request of his student under the
title of Risalah Munazarah Mir Sayyid Sharif in 1802 or 1803. This
journal focuses on the concerns of Logic and on the rules of Munazarah
(argumentation/ debate). Unfortunately this journal was never
published, neither from the Fort William College nor by an individual.

In this article, for the first time, the critical text of this journal is
presented along with a brief introduction of Jonathan Lovett and
Mazhar Ali. A glossary of some terms and words is also including at
the end of the article.

Keywords: Mazhar Ali, Jonathan Lovett, Mir al-Sharif al-Jurjani,
Fort William College, Calcutta
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