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When he [Sprenger| returned to Europe in 1858, he brought
back with him probably the most systematic and comprehensive
collection of Oriental manuscripts and printed books that have
ever come from the Orient. After the collection passed to the
Koeniglische Bibliothek, Berlin, it was instrumental in

augmenting a new cra of Islamic studies in Germany.”
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"In the year 1845 I founded an illustrated journal in Delhi on

the pattern of Penny Magazine. Its title was Qiran's-Sa'dain,

that means the conjunction of two auspicious planets, Jupiter

and Venus, which referred to the Occident and the Orient. It

was the first attempt of its kind. After eleven years, when I left

India, T felt great pleasure to see more than a dozen journals of

its 1mitation."
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During the thirteen years, which I spent in the East, T enjoyed

the vast opportunities to collect works of literature, which is
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rapidly falling into decay and whose precious monuments
have for the most part already disappeared. Three years I
resided at Dilly.., two years 1 have employed by the

government to catalogue the libraries of Lucknow...; and two

years 1 travelled in Egypt, Syria, Mesopotamia, the 'Traq, the
island of Kishm and Masqat I made conscientiously use of the
opportunities thus afforded to me: I visited every library,
public and private, to which I could obtain access. I examined
every book I could lay hold of, T spared no expense to secure a
good manuscript, and if T met with a rare work, which I could
not obtain by purchase I had it copied and carefully compared,
and T had agents in various parts of the country, through
whom I obtained books even from Mecca and Madynah. Only
a fortnight ago I received a list of 531 Arabic manuscripts,
which are for sale at Basrah on the banks of the Tigris.

"In making these exertions and spending so much money, to
collect manuscripts of the literature of the Islam, T was not

guided by a childish bibliomania, but by a sense of duty.
S FEeatn AP ot Fre i L L e fS i sEL 37
g
You need not confine yourself exclusively to the king's
libraries, but you can undertake, as opportunity offers, the
examination of some of the best private collections in that

city, which are supposed to contain many rare and valuable

works.
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Sprenger was one of the first western scholars to admit openly

the influence of Islamic culture on the Medieval

West—contrary to the traditional idealisation of classical

antiquity, contrary also to the work of his contemporary, the

Scottish orientalist W. Muir, who, although acquainted with

Sprenger and his views during his stay in India, thoroughly

disliked the Austrian scholar's statement about the importance

of Islam in world history and its role in the shaping of

occidental civilisation. We would consider Sprenger one of

the leading authorities on the literature of Muslim India, and

his studies of Urdu and Persian manuscripts are as valuable

today as is his superb collection of manuscripts, which is now

housed in Berlin. (German Contributions to the Study of
Pakistani Linguistics. Hamburg 1981, p. 49).
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"T made it my goal in life to visit the East, to contribute to the introduction of the
European culture and in turn to bring back to Europe a correct knowledge of the East
and 1ts literature."
(Vol. 1, Berlin 1861, preface, p. V. Reprinted: Hildesheim, 1986)
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The History of the Qur'an. By Theodor Noeldeke and others. Eng. tr. by Wolfgang
Behn. Leiden 2013, p. 375.

:LLJ: 5@/},’!}7@}{
A Catalogue of the Arabic, Persian and Hindustany Manuscripts of the Libraries of the
King of Oudh, compiled under the orders of the Government of India. By A. Sprenger,
MD., vol. I, containing Persian and Hindustany Poetry. Calcutta 1854 Reprinted:
Osmabrueck: Biblio Verlag, 1970)
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Jamal Malik (ed.): Perspectives of Mutual Encounters in South Asian History,
1760-1860.Leiden 2000, pp. 260-277.
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A Catalogue of the Bibliotheca Orientalis Sprengeriana.
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Berlin. 10 vols., 1887-1899. Reprinted: Hlldesheim, 1980-1981; Kurzes Terzeichniss
der Glaser'scha Samulung arabischen Handschriften. Berlin 1887. Hars Kuris:
Arabische Handschriften der 'Bibliotheca Orientalis Sprengeriana', in der
Staatsbibliothek Pecussischer Kulturberitz, Berlin. Historische und quantitative
Untersuchungen an der Sammlung des Islamhistorikers Sprenger (1813-1893). Die
Abteilungen Geschichte, Geographie und Hadit. Freiburg: Schwarz, 1981.
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Wilhelm Pertsch: Terzeichniss der persischen Handschrifien. Koeniglichen Bibliothek
zu Berlin. Berlin 1888.
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M. H Zadi: Hindustani-Handshriften in  Dautschland (XVII.  Deutscher
Orientalistentag 1963, Teil 2 (ZDMG, Supplement I, 1969), pp. 546- 556.—: Urdu
Handschriften. Wiesbaden 1973; —: "Aloys Sprengers Beitrag zum Urdu-Studium”,
m: ZDMG, Supplement I1. Vortraege. Wiesbaden 1974, pp. 259-265.
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Abstract

This article aims at highlighting the Urdu works of Aloys
Sprenger as he was one of the first western scholars to admit
openly the influence of Islamic culture on the Medieval West.
In the year 1845 I founded an illustrated journal in Delhi on
the pattern of Penny Magazine. Its title was Qiran’s Sa’dain
that means the conjunction of two auspicious planets, Jupiter
and Venus, which referred to the Occident and Orient. It was
the first attempt of its kind. During the thirteen years he spent
in the East, he enjoyed the vast opportunities to collect works
of literature and he was employed by the government to
catalogue the libraries of Lucknow and two vears he travelled
in Egypt. His studies of Urdu and Persian manuscripts are as
valuable today as is his superb collection of manuscripts
which is now housed in Berlin.

Keyword: Qiran’s Sa’adain, Urdu and Persian catalogues
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